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M y eyes are struggling to focus 
on these words on my com-
puter monitor even as I type 

them. It has only been one week since I 
picked up my new glasses with progres-
sive lenses from my optometrist. She 
told me it would take two weeks for my 
eyes to adjust to having different areas 
of the lens to look through for distance, 
intermediate, and close-up vision. The 
intermediate part of the lens is supposed 
to be specifically for computer work, at 
least when my eyes have adjusted. But, 
it doesn’ t seem to be working today. So, 
I wonder if I should continue to use the 
new glasses. I must use them in order 
for my eyes to adjust. But, I also need to 
see these words on the monitor clearly, 
for which my old single lens glasses 
work better. This change is frustrating 
and time-consuming for me, and is 
li kely to result in a headache.  
 
      As I write this, we do not yet know 
who will be the new president of the 
Philippines. We do not even know if one 
will be proclaimed, accepted, and inau-
gurated by June 30. But we know that 
the government will continue to make 
changes that will impact our li ves. On 
my calendar for next week is a trip to 
the immigration office simply because 
of an administrative change they are 
making to stop using only paper for 
alien registration but to begin using 

smart cards, whatever those are. All 
wonder what changes the new govern-
ment may bring to the economy and 
many other areas of our lives. 
 
      Allan Chua recently identified four 
main subcultures within the Chinese 
community in the Philippines. These are 
“ the TDKs (or tai-diok-kah)” (relatively 
recent arrivals from mainland China), 
“ the Chut-See-Ah (Half Breeds)” , “ the 
Silent Scions” (who quietly exercise 
their wealth from exclusive subdivi-
sions), and the majority, “ the GIs 
(Genuine Instik)” .1 It is clear that the 
younger GIs, who often prefer Tagalog 
as a language and have many other Fili-
pino and modern values, along with the 
TDKs, are bringing changes to the Chi-
nese community in the Philippines. 
Groups like Tsinoy.com and Kaisa para 
sa Kaunlaran are trying to lead the Chi-
nese community into greater integration 
and involvement in Filipino society. 
 
      Change, whether personal, in gov-
ernment, or in society, is inevitable. But 
that has always been true. It has been 
said that the only thing that doesn’ t 
change is the truth that “Things always 
change”. Fortunately, part of the good 
news of scripture is that God uses 
change to help us grow to become more 
li ke Him. Here are six examples of how 
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God used change in the li ves of his 
people. 
 
Endure like Nehemiah. Nehemiah 
gave up a responsible government 
post in the palace of the king of a 
superpower to go rebuild a provin-
cial city that had been destroyed in 
a war. In his book he describes 
how he handled change after 
change, problem after problem, by 
enduring with God’s help. Nehe-
miah is a wonderful model of faith-
fulness, persistence and patience, 
discipline and hard work, and com-
mitment and sacrifice. God used 
the changes to help Nehemiah 
grow and used Nehemiah to re-
build Jerusalem, both physically 
and spiritually. 
 
Detect like Daniel. Daniel was 
kidnapped by a powerful army and 
taken to a far away country, where 
he was forced to serve in the gov-
ernment. He was an intelligent 
young person, “showing aptitude 
for every kind of learning.” 2 His 
wil lingness to learn while remain-
ing firm in his loyalty to God 
helped him to advance to a high 
and powerful position. He is a 
wonderful example of how change 
can help us be teachable, humble, 
develop a servant heart, and learn 
to listen. 
 
Relate like Ruth. Ruth was wid-
owed at a young age, left childless, 
and then moved to another country 
with her mother-in-law where they 
had no property, business, or close 
family able to support them. None 
of us would li ke to experience such 
changes. Yet Ruth related so well 
to her mother-in-law that her 
mother-in-law’s friends considered 
her better than seven sons!3 Are 
you struggling with people from a 

different sub-culture or another 
culture? Follow Ruth’s example 
and make at least one good friend 
from that group. Ruth is a great ex-
ample of love that featured open-
ness, involvement, appropriate ini-
tiative, fellowship, and account-
ability. 
 
Enjoy like Jeremiah. Jeremiah 
seemed to have li ttle to enjoy as he 
watched his people refuse to 
change their allegiance back to 
God and then experience a brutal 
invasion from a heartless army. 
But, he wrote a letter in Chapter 29 
to the exiles whom that army cap-
tured and relocated. In that letter 
he wrote that they should settle 
down after the changes and to en-
joy the ordinary things God will 
bring. Surely if such exiles can en-
joy God’s blessings in the midst of 
such changes, perhaps we also can 
learn to see the humor and joy in 
change. 
 
Accept like the Apostle Paul. 
Paul was willing to accept almost 
any change, as long as he was able 
to preach the gospel.4 He recog-
nized that most changes are not 
that important in the end, at least in 
comparison to the good news about 
what Jesus Christ has done, is do-
ing, and will do! So, he demon-
strated the kind of acceptance, re-
spect, understanding, and flexibil-
ity that will also help us learn from 
and cope with change. 
 
Depend like David. Which of us 
would want to be li ke David? Hav-
ing been called by God and 
anointed as king, King Saul stole 
years of David’s life by forcing 
him to flee to the wilderness in or-
der to save his life. These changes 
forced him to miss family, leave 
the family agricultural business, 
and endure much hardship. He 

hated the changes, including miss-
ing the water of his hometown.5 
But, these changes were a neces-
sary part of his training to be a 
good king. What did he learn from 
God? He learned that he could de-
pend on God, or, as the Bible put 
it, “ find strength in the Lord.” 6) 
David’s faith in the midst of des-
perate changes in his life continues 
to inspire us. 
 
      So, I am trying to learn from 
the Lord what he wants me to learn 
from the changes in my eyes, 
change in the government, and 
changes in society. Changes are 
not to be dreaded. Change can be a 
tool that God can use to make you 
more li ke him. I have arranged the 
six paragraphs preceding this one 
to spell out E-DREAD. Let us let 
the first ‘E’ stand for ‘End’ : E 
(end) the DREAD of change by 
Enduring li king Nehemiah, Detect-
ing li ke Daniel, Relating like Ruth, 
Enjoying li ke Jeremiah, Accepting 
li ke the Apostle Paul, and Depend-
ing like David. God doesn’ t 
change. But, He wants to use 
change to change us to be li ke 
Him. 
____________________ 

 

1 Chua, Allan, “Exploring the Chinoy Subcul-
ture” , TSINOY NGA - 05/09/2004, http://www.
tsinoy.com/roots/TsinoyNga.cfm?ID=688, ac-
cessed May 27, 2004. 

2 Daniel 1:4 NIV 
3 Ruth 4:15 
4 See, for example, 1 Corinthians 9:19-27, 

Philippians 4:11-13, and much of the book of 
Acts 

5 1 Chronicles 11:17  
6 1 Samuel 23:16, 30:6; 2 Samuel 22:33, 40 

Access this article at http://www.bsop.ph/
articles/focus/
six_spiritual_examples_Hallowell .htm 



Alumnus Ordained 
 
Congratulations to Ptr. Tony Cheng 
who was ordained on July 18, 2004 
at the United Evangelical Church of 
the Philippines during their 75th An-
niversary. 
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W Dr. Shao’s ministry for this summer included: teaching “Post-exilic 
Theology” at the Faith Bible Seminary from June 8 to 18, 2004 and 
speaking at the Mid-West Summer Conference from July 1 to 4, 2004. 
Dr. and Mrs. Shao represented the Seminary in attending the 80th grand 
birthday celebration of our founder, Elder Henry Co See Cho, in Singa-
pore last June 19-20, 2004. 
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      This summer the Alumni Retreat was again held at Caliraya Recrea-
tion Center from May 3 to 5, 2004. There were fifty alumni with 23 chil-
dren who enjoyed fellowship, recreation and the much-sought after book 
sale. 
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(Continued from last issue.)  
 
      Should he bring up the role of 
Mary in the passion of Christ, I 
would caution her about the scenes 
that are not in the Bible and show 
her what the CCC, Lumen Gentium, 
and CFC teach and how this is not 
following Scriptural teachings. I 
would also point out that the movie 
is admirable for focusing on Christ 
rather than on Mary, for only 
through Him and Him alone are we 
saved made right with and able to 
stand righteous before God. 
      One last thing that I would em-
phasize is that Jesus Christ is not 
hanging on the cross anymore. The 
Passion shows only one side of the 
coin. Filipino Catholics preponder-
ate the dead Christ over Jesus the 

risen, victorious Lord. Christians 
must not worship Jesus Christ 
merely as a Savior who underwent 
indescribable torture and agony; 
they should worship Him as the 
Lord and King who came out of the 
empty tomb and had forty days of 
intimate fellowship with His disci-
ples on earth. Today, through the 
Holy Spirit, He continues such fel-
lowship with all who belong to Him 
in truth and in deed. As Calvin aptly 
put it, “For Saint Paul tells us that if 
we ‘know the fellowship of his suf-
ferings’ [Rom. 3:10 b; 8:17) we 
shall also understand the ‘power of 
his resurrection’ [Phil . 3:10a]; and 
that while we are ‘participating in 
his death’ [Phil . 3:10c], we are also 
being prepared for sharing his glori-
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                   ALUMNI IN GLORY 
 
                An alumnae from the third  
              batch (1962), Mrs. Hui Bee  
              Lee Huang, wife of alumnus 
              Ptr. John Huang (batch 
              ’94), mother of Mrs. Beata 
              H. Pan (batch ’93), and sis-
              ter of Prof. Nenita Lee, 
              passed into God’s glorious 
presence last June 16, 2004. She 
has been serving the Master faith-
fully for more than 40 years: first in 
Tacloban Christian Church, then as 
staff here at BIOP/BSOP, and most 
recently at The Living Christian 
Church in Cebu City. BSOP sent 
three representatives to conduct the 
Memorial Service on June 18, 2004. 
May the Lord of Comfort be with the 
whole family and may her testimony 
of service give glory to our Almighty 
God. 
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ous resurrection.” 23] 
 
      Note: This paper serves as a 
guideline for understanding Catholic 
teaching on Christ’s death and its 
subsequent effect for the believer. It 
can also help Evangelicals know 
how to talk to Roman Catholics/
other Evangelicals about the film 
and help in evaluating the movie 
without prejudice against Gibson 
and the Catholics. At the same time, 
I hope it can strengthen our faith and 
theological stance. 
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