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By Jane Chuaunsu

In overcoming
trials, we are
offered the
oppatunity to
experience
God asthe
only One who
can be
depended

upon.
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ho likes to undergo trials? Given
the doice most of us would
avoid trias, but the truth of the

matter is, God's word clealy teaches that
Christians do undergo trials (James 1:2, 12).
Why does God alow trials in our life? Let
us take agood look at what the Bible says
about trials and how we should respond to
them.

TRIALSOR TEMPTATIONS

The words “trial” and “temptation” baoth
come from the same Greek word peirasmos.
The Greek word is trandated “temptation”
in James 1: 13-14, but in vv. 2-11 the word
is rendered “trials.” This is an example of
polysemy, or multiple meanings of terms.*
Trials are to be endured while temptations
are to be avoided. This double meaning of
peirasmos implies the need for spiritual dis-
cenment. It is interesting to note that the
same situation can become atria or a temp-
tation depending on how one responds to it.
Trials can become oppatunities for growth
of charader and spiritual maturity but trials
can also beamme temptations when we will-
ingly disobey God and fall into sin, then
blame God for enticing ..

TRIALS ARE OPPORTUNITIES

The focus of this article will be on the
nature of trials and our proper response to
trials that God all ows to happen in our lives.
Trials are opportunities to help us prove that
our faith is genuine; they enable us to ex-
perience God in a way beyond intellecual
apprehension; and they also afford an ave-
nue for sharing testimonies with others.

An gpportunity to prove genuine

The purpose of temptations is to make
people sin. No wonder James wrote in his
epistle, “Let no one say when he is tempted,
‘I am being tempted by God'; for God can-
not be tempted by evil (for He is holy, pure
and sinles9, and He Himself does not tempt
(make people sin) anyone” (1:13). On the
other hand, the purpose of trials is to prove
that our faith is genuine. Accordingto James
1:12, “Bles=d is a man who perseveres un-
der trial; for once he has been approved, he
will recéve the aown o life which the Lord
has promised to those who love Him.”

1. Heisborn of God

In v. 2 those who undergo trials are cdled
“my brothers’ by the James. The term adel-
phas can refer to fell ow countrymen, as Paul
cdled his fellow Jews, but the overwhelm-
ing use in the New Testament and ealy
Chrigtian literature is of fellow Christiansin
contradistinction to the world at large.? Only
those who are dnildren of God can be e&-
horted to facetrials with joy, because they
have the assurance that God dsciplines
those He loves (Prov. 3: 11-12). Putting his
trust on God testifies that he is born again
and God is alowing him to demonstrate that
heis approved by God.

2. Hehasfaith in God

According to Nystrom, “the Hebrew word
that stands behind the Gree&k word
“trials’ (peirasmos) is nasah, which means
to prove the quality or worth of someone or

(Continued on page 4)
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Guest speder, Dr. Paul Lai, with Elder Lim tranglat- Graduating student, Willi am Jonathan Ong, giving
ing testimony
Graduating students’ song Board members and guests
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Doyle and Dori Carlblom have joined the faculty of
BSOP. Originally from the state of Minnesota, the Carl-
bloms have served for the past 24 years in Taiwan and
speak Mandarin fluently. They are missionaries of the
Christian and Missionary Alliance, Doyle having previously
taught New Testament courses and served as administra-
tor at the Taiwan Alliance Theological College in Taipei.
The Carlbloms have two daughters, Linda and Kelly. Doyle
has a Th.M. degree in New Testament from Trinity Interna-
tional University. He will be teaching subjects in this field of
concentration, while Dori will be teaching English as a sec-
ond language.
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W Dr. Joseph Shao was invited by the Haggai Leadership Institute to
spek onthetopic: “The Leader and His Family.” Venuewasin Sin-

gapore.

W Dr. Jane Chuaunsu went to Cebu Gospel Church last April 18to 30,
2005,to train the Sunday Schod teaders of both elementary and
high schod levels.

W Prof. Dennis Y am went to UEC Zamboangato tead | Timothy last
April 21-24 as part of the TEE program.

W Dr. Tan Chiu Eng and Prof. Rosa Shao have been invited as re-
sources persons at the Second World Chinese Women Misson Con-
ference wm Pastoral Workers and Missonaries Retred, held at Kota
Kinabalu, Sabah, East Maaysiafrom June 1 to 4, 2005. Prof. Shao is
amember of the Exeautive Committee and will be one of the panel-
ists aswell as workshop speakers. Her topic is “Counsgling and Mis-
sions.” Dr. Tan, in anather workshop,will speg on “Trendsin Mis-
sion”

%623 681'$< 6

Close fellowship was maintained
with the following churches
through BSOP Sundays held dur-
ing the previous quarter:
UECBalintawak (January 16),
Grace Christian Church (January
23), UECPasay (February 6),
Cebu Gospel Church (February
13), New Millennium Evangelical
Church (February 20), and Christ
Universal Mission (March 13).
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Recognizing the need to ease
the crowded situation in the dormi-
tories, the Board has unanimously
approved to push through the final
phase of construction work in the
campus. This will be the Men’s
Wing of the dormitory (32 rooms in
all), estimated to cost 30 million
pesos. May the Lord move His
people to get involved in this build-
ing project, as He has done so
faithfully in the past!
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Huang Rongjun.
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By Caroline L. de Vera

TESOL (Teaching English for
Speakers of Other Language) program
is designed to train Christians how to
teach English to speakers of other lan-
guages. What makes it unique is its
methodology. It is entirely different from
the conventional way of teaching Eng-
lish where sentence structures and
grammar are given much emphasis.
With TESOL, the goal is to let the stu-
dents TALK. This is where the chal-
lenge lies for the teachers. We, the
trainee-teachers were told that lecturing
is not allowed in class. Instead, we
should come up with a variety of activi-
ties that would make students SPEAK,
SPEAK, and SPEAK. It takes creativity
and lots of hard work to prepare coher-
ent, relevant and meaningful lessons.

TESOL exists for the very purpose
of reaching the lost souls for Christ. It is
a strategic tool in serving as a spring-
board for evangelism especially in
countries where missionaries are not
welcomed. These countries are known
to be “creative-access countries”
wherein one needs to use his profes-
sion, as for this case an English teacher
in order to “creatively” enter the country.
Just like the apostle Paul, being a tent-
maker where one works and do ministry
at the same time.

My five-week training experience in
TESOL was fun and enjoyable, though
tiring, for it was really intensive. It was
encouraging also to have met Chris-
tians (teachers and classmates) who
have the heart for missions and are will-
ing to go out of their comfort zones for
the cause of the Gospel. For those of
you who are interested in short-term or
even long-term mission trips, try TE-
SOL, it might be just what you need to
get started!

BSOP continues to provide a wide range of learning opportunities for the
students through the input of various short-term visiting faculty such as:
Rev. Liang Weigiang, Elder Lin Zhenyu, Ms. Joanna Rosen, Ptr. Huang
Iming, Ptr. Lo Haibeng, Ptr. Wei Yuqin, Elder Huang Xiaoliang, and Elder
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something through adversity.”® Every
time the child of God is tested he is
given an opportunity to prove he has
faithin God. A Christian who is victo-
rious over trials proves that he does
not only have objedive faith, that is,
he believes Jesus Christ as his Lord
and Savior, it aso proves that he has
leaned subjedive faith — he puts his
trust or dependence on God to over-
come trials. Without trials, there is no
opportunity of demonstrating this.

An gpportunity to experience God

In overcoming trials, we are offered
the oppatunity to experience God as
the only One who can be depended
upon. For apart from God, we can do
nothing (Jn. 15:5). A Christian can
know many things but intellecual
knowledge is different from experien-
tial knowledge. Knowing about God is
different from knowing God. To be
able to experience God is a treasure
that has no substitute.

Verse 5 gives the key to overcom-
ing trials: the wisdom that comes from
God. Nystrom rightly comments,
“Wisdom is alied to understanding
God s purposes and plan and indicates
a determination to live acordingly.
With wisdom we perceve that what
the world cals misfortune, whatever
its ource, is an oppatunity for God to
bring about His purpose.”* Seeking
after and then gaining this wisdom is
another pricdess experience in the
Chrigtian’s journey of going through
trials.

An opportunity to havetestimony

Endurance and perfection result
from persevering through trials. This
is not perfedion acwrding to some
standard common to popular culture,
but acwrding to Christ's dandards.
After overcoming trials, we can then
have atestimony to share. | remember
a Christian being fascinated by the
numerous testimonies of her friends.
She was moved to pray that God

would aso alow her to have some-
thing to share too. As on as she
made this prayer, God answered her
prayer by letting her experience trids.
Indead we have to be caeful what we
ask for.

And yet we must beware of the fol-
lowing pitfalls in this way of thinking
about trials: (1) We must not seetrials
as a sign of our eledion, so that we
seek out trials in an effort to prove
eledion to ourselves or others; (2) We
must not see trials as necessxily the
tool of Satan, for God can and dces
use sickness and infirmity to test us (Il
Cor. 12:7-10, John 9:1-2); (3) Poverty
must not be mnsidered as purely nega-
tive, for it can help shape aad mold
our charader (vv. 9-11).

TRIALS: A VICTORY

Having classified the situation as a
“trial” means that the Christian has
overcome the situation and is now a
victor. Yet at the same time he recog-
nizes that without God, he @an not do
anything. Trials have afforded the op-
portunity to depend on the Lord and
He has diown that He can see us
through, testifying to the truth that “we
can do al things through Christ who
strengthens us’ (Phil. 4: 13).

Let us end with a story® of one who
came out a victor under trying circum-
stances. Judy Hyland grew up in a
small town in northern Minnesota. She
gave her life to Christ as a high schoal
student and soon made a ©@mmitment
to world missions. On October 5,
194(Q she set sail for China with nine
other Lutheran missionaries.

Their ship was redireded to the
Philippines because of Japan’'s war
against China. They settled in the
mountain city of Baguio and immersed
themselves in the difficult task of
leaning Chinese, still hoping to go to
China. But soon Japanese bombers
were dtadking the dty of Baguio, just
as news of the Peal Harbor incident
readed them. The Japanese catured
Judy and approximately five hundred

other Americans and held them cgp-
tive from December 1941 to February
1945 First, they were held at a U.S.
military rest camp (till May 1942,
then to a Fili pino camp in Baguio (till
December 1944), and finally to the
Old Bili bid Prison in Manila until Feb-
ruary 1945 They fought hunger and
boredom and were cut off from the
rest of the world. They struggled with
fedings of hatred toward the Japanese.

On February 4, 1945 American
troops launched a surprise dtadk on
the Japanese in Manila, and the
American prisoners were released. Not
able to return home immediately, they
used the time to reorient themselves to
American life and news abou the past
threeyeas. Finally the day came when
they arrived in Los Angeles on May 8,
1945 Returning to Minneapolis by
train, Judy was met by her family,
friends and fiancé They were married
and became Lutheran missionaries in
Japan, serving there for thirty yeas.
Those who were once cators and ene-
mies became dea friends.

What started as grea suffering in
trial ended in forgivenessand self-less
service to former enemies — a great
Christian testimony to believers as
well as the non-Christian population o
Asia. This could not have happened if
Judy had all owed her trials to turn into
the temptation of nurturing a hateful
and a vengeful spirit. For Judy, trials
becane opportunities of spiritual
growth and experiencing victory in
Christ.

! David P. Nystrom, James. The NIV Ap-
plicaion Commentary. Gen. ed., Terry
Muck (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1997), 78.

%1bid., 47.

®Ibid.,

*1bid., 50.

® Thisistaken from E. Michad and Sharon
Rusten, The One Year Book of Christian
History (Whedon, IL: The Tyndae
House Publi shers, Inc., 2003), 258-259.
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